
Beyond MS Word
Advanced Writing Tools
For the 21 st Century



Who Are You?

ÅHave you written something?

Å Length?

Å Genre?

ÅDo you write every day?

ÅDo you use software?

ÅHave you published your work?

ÅDo you aspire to become a professional writer?

ÅWhat do you hope to learn today?



Youõre Way Ahead of Me?

Å6th grade ñwrote first story

Å12th ñlearned to type

ñtook cr. writing class
ñwrote stories

ñedited lit mag

ñedited yearbook

ÅFresh, college ñpublished 

stories

ÅSophñedited lit mags

ÅJuniorñwrote news articles

ÅSeniorñstarted lit mag

Å23ñused first calculator

Å25ñco -authored local history

Å26 ñedited lit magazine

 ñearned Masters Degree

Å27 ñreviewed books

Å30ñused first computer

Å45ñtaught college writing

Å70ñpublished first book (anthology)

Å74ñwriting first novel



Weõve Come A Long Way, Baby

Å1795 ñ wood pencil

Å1867 ñ Remington typewriter

Å1938 ñ Biro ball point pen

Å1961 ñ IBM Selectric

Å1972 ñ floppy disk

Å1977 ñ personal computers

(Apple, Tandy, Commodore)

Å1979 ñWordStar

Å1980 ñWordPerfect

Å1981 ñ IBM PC

Å1983 ñWord

Å1985 ñWindows

Å1989ñWorld Wide Web

Å2007ñKindle Direct Publishing

ÅTodayñArtificial Intelligence?



What is a Story?

Why do we love them?



What is a Story?

ÅA story is about how the 

things that happen affect 

someone in pursuit of a 

difficult goal, and how 

that person changes 

internally as a result.

ÅStory is what happens 

when you walk through 

great danger in somebody 

else's skin.



Letõs Break It Down

A story is how what happens affects someone somewhere who is trying to 

achieve what turns out to be a difficult goal, and how he or she changes 

as a result:

ÅñWhat happensò is the plot.

ÅñSomeoneò is the protagonist.

ÅñSomewhereò is the setting.

ÅThe ñgoalò is whatôs known as the story question.

ÅñHow he or she changesò is what the story itself is actually about.



Letõs Summarize the Writing Process

Plan Your Book

ÅDevelop Story Idea

ÅBuild Characters

ÅCreate Settings

ÅStructure Story

ÅSummarize Plot

ÅSequence Scenes

Write Your Book

ÅSelect Point of View

Å Integrate Themes

ÅCompose Scenes

Å Find Right Words



Letõs Summarize the Writing Process

Edit Your Book

ÅAnalyze Story Arc

ÅRevise Story and Plot

ÅEdit Copy

ÅProofread Text

Format Your Book

ÅDesign Cover

ÅCreate Front Matter

Å Format Text

ÅCompile Final Version(s)



From Concepts to Results
ÅStep-by -Step Process to Write a Novel 



From Concepts to Results
ÅStep-by -Step Process to Write a Novel 



What is State of the 
Art TODAY?

Still stuck in the 20 th Century?



Develop Your Idea
ÅOne Stop for Writers



Develop Your Idea
ÅOne Stop for Writers



Develop Your Idea
ÅPlot-Generator

  (plot -generator.org.uk)



Develop Your Idea
ÅReedsyõs Plot Generator 

  (blog.reedsy.com/plot -generator)



Develop Your Idea
ÅOne Stop for Writers

ÅReedsyõs Plot Generator 

ÅWriting Exerciseõs Random Plot Generator

ÅRanGenõs Story Generator

ÅWriterõs Denõs Story Generator

ÅSeventh Sanctumõs Plot Twist Generator

ÅPlot-Generator



Develop Your Idea
ÅScapple



Develop Your Idea
ÅOne Stop for Writers



Develop Your Idea
ÅSnowflake Pro

ÅPlottr

(advancedfictionwriting.com)

(plottr.com)

Curse of the Black Pearl

The governor's spunky daughter tries to save 

her town from undead pirates.

Elizabeth, the governor's spunky daughter, tries 
to save Port Royal from evil Captain Barbossa , 

but ends up becoming a prisoner of his ghostly 

crew. Her admirer Will Turner sets out to rescue 

her with the help of Captain Jack Sparrow, 

Barbossa's greatest enemy. Pirate -hating 

Commodore Norrington rescues Elizabeth and 
Jack but refuses to save Will --until Elizabeth 

rashly promises to marry him. They rescue Will 

and defeat Barbossa's pirates, but Norrington 

sentences Jack Sparrow to be hanged . . .



Develop Your Idea
ÅContour

(marinersoftware.com)



Develop Your Idea
ÅOne Stop for Writers



Build Your Characters
ÅStory Genius

Protagonists have two characteristics:

ÅA deep-seated desireτsomething they 

have wanted for a very long time

ÅA defining misbelief that stands in the way. 

ÅThese two warring elements form the 

άǘƘƛǊŘ ǊŀƛƭΣέ ǘƘŜ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ƨƻƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ 

your protagonist to struggle as he figures 

out what to do.



Build Your Characters
ÅOne Stop for Writers



Build Your Characters
ÅOne Stop for Writers



Build Your Characters
ÅDramatica



Build Your Characters
ÅPersona

Bonus: generates over 16,000 names and their origins

marinersoftware.com



Build Your Characters
ÅPersona



Build Your Characters
ÅPersona



Build Your Characters
ÅPersona



Build Your Characters
ÅPersona



Create Your Setting

ÅOne Stop 

for Writers



Create Your Setting

ÅOne Stop for Writers



Create Your Setting

ÅOne Stop for Writers



Create Your Setting

ÅReedsy Ultimate Worldbuilding Template

(reedsy_worldbuilding_template.pdf)



Create Your Setting

ÅReedsy Ultimate Worldbuilding Template

share.reedsy.com/

reedsy_worldbuilding_

template.pdf



Create Your Setting

ÅReedsy Ultimate Worldbuilding Template



Structure Your Story
ÅOne Stop for Writers

ðCharacter vs. Character

ðCharacter vs. Society

ðCharacter vs. Nature

ðCharacter vs. Technology

ðCharacter vs. Supernatural

ðCharacter vs. Self



Structure Your Story

ÅSave the Cat

(savethecat.com)



Structure Your Story

ÅSave the Cat



Structure Your Story

ÅSave the Cat

   15-Beat Structure



Structure Your Story

ÅStoryMastery.Com

    Six-Stage Plot Structure



Structure Your Story

ÅOne Stop for Writers

    Six-Stage Plot Structure



Structure Your Story

Stage 1:  Setup
Turning Point 1: Opportunity
Stage 2:  New Situation
Turning Point 2: Change of Plans
Stage 3:  Progress
Turning Point 3: Point of No Return
Stage 4:  Complications & Higher Stakes
Turning Point 4: Major Setback
Stage 5:  Final Push
Turning Point 5: Climax
Stage 6:  Aftermath

ÅPlottr  Template



Structure Your Story

ÅDramatica.com



Structure Your Story

ÅDramatica.com



Outline Your Plot

ÅLivingWriter

     (livingwriter .com)



Outline Your Plot

ÅLivingWriter



Outline Your Plot

ÅStory Genius



Sequence Your Scenes

ÅPlottr



Sequence Your Scenes

ÅScrivener



Sequence Your Scenes

ÅAeon 

Timeline



Select Your Point of View
ÅStory Genius

POV: Lens through which your protagonist will see and evaluate everything in 

your novelτher story-specific subjective point of view.

POV Misconceptions:

Å²ƻǊƭŘǾƛŜǿ ƛǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ά.ƛǊŘΩǎ-9ȅŜ ±ƛŜǿέ 

ÅTechnical distinction: first, second, or third person

ÅtǊƻǘŀƎƻƴƛǎǘ ƛǎ ŀ άŎŀƳŜǊŀέ



Integrate Your Theme(s)
ÅOne Stop for Writers



Integrate Your Theme(s)
ÅOne Stop for Writers

òIsolationó Theme



Compose Your Scenes

ÅScrivener



Compose Your Scenes

ÅLivingWriter



Compose Your Scenes

ÅFictionary



Find the Right Words

ÅOne Stop for Writers



Find the Right Words

ÅMaster Writer



Find the Right Words

ÅMaster Writer



Find the Right Words

ÅSquibler


