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Reasons to Support UPPAA
With Your Membership
While the board of UPPAA is disappointed that we still
cannot offer an in-person conference in 2021, we hope all of you
will see many other values in membership and continue to renew
your membership and support us:
• Dandelion Cottage student contest, which gets more and
better press every year
• Young Writers Workshop this month
• U.P. Reader
• U.P. Notable Books Award
• U.P. Notable Book Club
• U.P. Book Review—members can send their books for
review
• Online conference continues with one educational
presentation each month for authors.
• Quarterly newsletter (three digital and one in print) Email
updates all through the year to ask questions and network
with other members.
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Check This Out
for Your Books on the
UPPAA website:
The members’ book catalog on the uppaa.org site has gotten
a bit of a facelift. We now feature “tags” and “custom fields”
which will make searching for books and authors easier and more
streamlined. We are working toward adding an author custom
field to every current entry, so interested viewers will be able to
see at a glance all the books by a certain author, regardless of the
various categories in which an author’s book may appear.
We will also be using tags to note U.P. Notable Book
winners, Historical Society of Michigan (HSM) winners, and
those books that appear on the UP Book Review site. We will
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

try to keep track of future winners and update them, but if you
notice an error of omission, please feel free to inform us.
We also now offer a tag for #ownvoices to indicate books
about diverse characters written by authors from that same
diverse group. The #ownvoices tag will only be put on a book
if requested by that book’s author. If you have a book that is
already in the catalog which you would like to designate as
#ownvoices, please let us know in an email to webmaster@
uppaa.org. When filling out the form to list new books to the
catalog, make sure to note that you would like it to be tagged
#ownvoices in the field for “comment or message” if applicable.
As always, members who are up-to-date with their
membership can fill out a form to have their book included in
the UPPAA catalog here: www.uppaa.org/submit-your-book

First Virtual Workshop for
Students off to a Good Start
UPPAA’s first workshop on short story writing for students
got off to a good start. Patterned on Debbie Frontiera’s
presentations in the Lake Linden Hubbell Schools in the fall of
2019, which resulted in three winners, Frontiera offered to do a
Zoom workshop for students across the U.P.
Students signed up online in November and December—
fourteen in all—and most of them tuned in for the first hour
session on Jan. 5, 2021. All were engaged and began planning
their characters and starting the first draft that evening. During
the second session on January 12, they will learn revision
strategies and share some of their drafts for critique. In the third
session, Frontiera will cover the most frequent errors made in a
session on editing for typos and grammar errors. Students will
then have time to polish their stories before submitting to the
Dandelion Cottage Short Story Contest.
UPPAA members can help by letting their local schools
know about the contest and by offering their time to help judge
the stories. The deadline for students to submit is Feb. 5, 2021.
For complete rules and instructions, go to dandelioncottage.org
or contact Larry Buege: LSBuege@aol.com
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UPCOMING
VIRTUAL
WORKSHOPS
You can participate in TWO
tracks of virtual events in 2021:
UP Notable Book Club and
UPPAA 2021 Online Conference
events. We all have a lot of long
winter nights ahead of us but you
can join us online via Zoom for
lively discussions and a chance to
meet new people and share your
thoughts too!
1. UP Notable Book Club: Evelyn
Gathu has scheduled author events
with these winners of the 1st UP
Notable Book List. To join the
author events with Karen Dionne
(The Marsh King’s Daughter) or Phil
Bellfy (Three Fires Unity). please
contact Evelyn in advance by email:
egathu@uproc.lib.mi.us, or by phone
(906) 875-3344. We recommend you
borrow a copy of these books from
your local library or purchase from
your local bookseller in advance to
get the most out of these events.
2. UPPAA 2021 Online Conference
Events: featuring Craig Brockman
on Self-Publishing and Deborah
Frontiera on the role of Setting in
fiction will take place on the usual
UPPAA zoom link.

Presentation or Book Featured

The Marsh King’s Daughter
UP Notable Book Club
“From Pondering to Publishing:
A Self-Publishing Journey”
UPPAA 2021 Conference
Three Fires Unity: The Anishnaabeg of
Lake Huron Borderlands
UP Notable Book Club
“Describing Your World—
Maximizing the Role of Setting”
UPPAA 2021 Conference
“Out”: A novel in the wilds
outside Marquette
UP Notable Book Club
“Proofreading and Editing”
UPPAA 2021 Conference
“Cady and the Bear Necklace”:
a YA Novel
UP Notable Book Club
“Perfect Bound: How to Navigate the Book
Publishing Process Like a Pro”
UPPAA 2021 Conference
“Murder on Sugar Island”
(Getting to Know Jack)
UP Notable Book Club
“Permissions and Publishing Contracts”
UPPAA 2021 Conference
“How Authors Can Work with Librarians”
UPPAA 2021 Conference

Author/Presenter

Karen Dionne

Craig Brockman

Phil Bellfy

Deborah Frontiera

John Smolens
Brandy Thomas
Ann Dallman

Katherine Pickett

Michael Carrier
David W. Koehser
Evelyn Gathu

Date/Time

Tuesday, January 19
7pm Eastern / 6pm Central
Contact Evelyn for Zoom link
Thursday, January 21
7pm Eastern / 6pm Central
Zoom link ,password SISU
Thursday, February 11, 7pm EST / 6pm Central
Contact Evelyn for Zoom link
OR attend in person at the Soo
Thurs., Feb 18th
7pm Eastern / 6pm Central
Zoom link ,password SISU
Thurs. March 11th 7pm Eastern / 6pm Central
Contact Evelyn for Zoom link
OR attend in person in Marquette
Thurs. Mar. 18, 7pm Eastern / 6pm Central
Zoom link ,password SISU
Thurs. April 8th 7pm Eastern / 6pm Central
Contact Evelyn for Zoom link
OR attend in person in Menominee
Thurs. April. 15, 7pm Eastern / 6pm Central
Zoom link ,password SISU
Thurs, May 13, 7pm Eastern / 6pm Central
Contact Evelyn for Zoom link
Thurs, May 20, 7pm Eastern / 6pm Central
Zoom link ,password SISU
Thurs, June 17, 7pm Eastern / 6pm Central
Zoom link ,password SISU

More virtual events will be announced through the year.
REMEMBER: At our online business meeting in June 2020, we voted to have dues
due at the beginning of the year, so you must send your dues this month to participate
in this year’s online events and to attend the annual business meeting in 2021.
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Participants Weigh in on the
Fall Fiction Workshop presented by Doug and Bethany Leonard
All of the participants said they were satisfied
or very satisfied with the workshop and all said
they would feel comfortable or very comfortable
recommending the workshop to a friend. Here are just
a few of the comments:
“I thought the workshop was so enjoyable and
helpful! I can’t thank you [Bethany] and Doug
enough.”
“I thought the presentation and accompanying
Power Point were superbly done.”
“I also enjoyed the group participation you
encouraged and kept everyone involved. You
encouraged each person to join in which
shows good instruction!”
“I enjoyed the fellowship with other writers
and talking to see they have the same
struggles and doubts.”

There were many comments about the value of the
peer review session with one participant commenting
on the importance of hearing how different people
responded to the same piece of writing.
Two participants suggested more time would be
helpful. Other suggestions covered a range:
• Narrative styles for various genres.
• How to deal with writer’s block. How to
finish my story. How to make characters more
believable.
• Poetry, writing characters with different
perspectives from your own, take a randomly
chosen item, person, and place and make a
story out of them, use a work of poetry to write
a short story or passage, etc.
Hopefully, this workshop will be repeated
sometime during 2021.

“I’ve never used a mind map before. I have
a character in mind that I’m going to use it
with now.”

Important Announcement
In the continuing absence of Marquette Monthly
to provide a regular outlet for reviews, Victor
Volkman created a new UPPAA project called
upbookreview.com. The site has been seeded with all
his past reviews and unpublished reviews, a bit more
than two dozen to start with. The goal going forward
will be two books reviewed per month, to be posted
on the 1st and 15th of each month.
The purpose will be to provide a continuing
and regular place for U.P. authors to get their books
reviewed. Victor has gathered a small cadre of four
reviewers with diversely different interests, so it
should be easy to place your book for review. The
subject matter need not be limited to the U.P. itself,
so long as there is a U.P. connection with the author
-OR- subject matter; that is the only qualification.
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Books with a copyright date as old as 2018 will
be accepted for consideration. For complete details,
please visit: www.upbookreview.com/submit-yourbook
Books reviewed in upbookreview.com will
automatically be eligible for consideration in the U.P.
Notable Book list which has started to get more media
attention. We will be announcing soon a Meet-theAuthor series for writers whose books are featured
on the U.P. Notable Book list. In the event that the
Marquette Monthly reappears soon, reviews will
be published there first, and then 90 days later on
upbookreview.com
More information about the U.P. Notable Book
list, U.P. Book Review, and UPPAA can be found on
www.UPNotable.com

Coming…
January 25th
will be the announcement
of the 2021 U.P Notable
Books List as organized by
UPPAA with the input of
reviewers, librarians, and
booksellers. This second
annual showcase of the
greatest books by U.P.
authors or about the U.P.
has been gaining a lot of
media attention.

Announcing the Authors
in the 2021 UP Reader
This year’s UP Reader jury chose the following
authors and submissions for 2021:
Barbara Bartell, “Your Obit”
Don Bodey, “Deal Me Out” and “How to Hunt Fox Squirrels”
Craig Brockman, “The Fairy in the Berry Can”
Stephanie Brule, “The Walk”
Larry Buege, story, “A.S.S. for State Slug”
Tricia Carr, “A Matter of Time”		
Ann Dallman, “A Little Magic”
Deborah Frontiera, “The Lunch Kit”
Elizabeth Fust, “Alphabet Soup”
Charles Hand, “A Night to Remember”
Kathy Johnson, “Feeling Important” 		
Sharron Kennedy, “Blew: Incarnation” and “Thomas: Fortitude”
Chris Kent, “Spearing Shack” and “Death So Close”
Tamara Lauder, “Right Judgement” and “That Morning”
Teresa Locknane, “My Scrap Bag”
Ellen Lord, “Another Covid Dream” and “Guillotine Dream”
Becky Ross Michael, “Sumac Summer”
Hilton Moore, “Requiem for Ernie” and “A Dog Named Bunny”
Gretchen Preston, “Old Book” 			
Donna Searight Simons and Frank Searight, “Calamity at the
Devil’s Washtub”		
t. kilgore splake, “upper peninsula peace” with a photo, and
“holy, holy, holy”, and possibly two other photos placed in
various spots.
Ninie G. Syarakin, “A Luxury by the Michigamme River” and
“Morning Moon above Norway”
Tyler Tychelaar, “A Poetic Grief Diary”
Donna Winters, “My First Kayak Trip”
PLUS: transcript of Victor Volkman’s Interview with
Karen Dione
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AND: Winners of the Dandelion Cottage Short Story Contest

MEMBER NEWS
Rich Hill had a new book
launch on October 1, 2020 called
West of the River, North of the
Bridge: Stories from Michigan’s
U.P. From the back cover: “In
trying to define Michigan’s
Upper Peninsula (the U.P.)
and its people, words like grit,
solitude, and resiliency come to
mind. Enjoying brilliant summers
and enduring inescapably long
winters, the hardy souls who
live here have much in common.
Some bend over backwards to
make a living, some seek love
and adventure, and others simply
strive for a way to fit in. In West
of the River, North of the Bridge,
Richard Hill reflects on issues
from personal relationships and
family traditions to hoarding and
compulsive gambling. From the
wild ideas and rebellion of youth
to the regrets and hard-earned
wisdom of old age, these stories
reflect the experience of living in
such a challenging environment.”
Rich is in the midst of
setting up a new website, but for
now, the book will be available
on Amazon as well as local
bookstores.
Ann Dallman is so excited
that Cady and the Bear Necklace
has won in the Multicultural
Category of the 2020 New
Mexico/Arizona Book Awards!
Ann was interviewed about Cady
and the Bear Necklace in early
December at the First Street Art
Gallery in Menominee, Michigan.
As of December 29th, 2020,
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there have been 561 views on the
gallery’s Facebook page.
Tyler Tichelaar Publishes
Biography of Chief Charles
Kawbawgam.
November 6, 2020, awardwinning author Tyler R.
Tichelaar released his twentyfirst book, Kawbawgam: The
Chief, The Legend, The Man, a
full-length biography of Upper
Peninsula Ojibwa Chief Charles
Kawbawgam, who was rumored
to live in three centuries from
1799-1902.
Chief Kawbawgam is well
known for having lived at
Presque Isle Park in Marquette
and being buried there, as well
as for his friendship with Peter
White and for his wife Charlotte’s
famous lawsuit against the

Jackson Mining Company,
commemorated in the novel
Laughing Whitefish by John
Voelker (Robert Traver).
However, most details
about Kawbawgam’s life have
been overlooked and a lot of
misinformation has been printed
about him, including during
his own lifetime. Tichelaar’s
book explores his family origins
among the most prominent
clan of the Ojibwa. The largely
unknown years of Kawbawgam’s
childhood and early adulthood are
discussed, including his living at
the Sault and in Canada, and his
role in Marquette’s founding.
Tichelaar also places
Kawbawgam in the context of his
time, including the Ojibwa ceding
parts of the Upper Peninsula to
the United States government,
their lamenting their sacred
burial places being destroyed to
build the Sault canal and locks,
and continual fears of their
removal. Tichelaar shows how
Kawbawgam learned to walk a
fine line to keep peace between
the Ojibwa and white Americans,
including befriending prominent
white citizens in Marquette.
A seventh-generation
Marquette resident, Tichelaar
is the author of twenty-one
books. He also owns his own
editing company, Superior Book
Productions.
Publicity contact: tyler@
marquettefiction.com.

MEMBER NEWS continued

Hilton Moore’s short story
“The Silent Mistress” was selected
by Illinois State University’s
online journal Euphemism as the
Editor’s Choice award for fiction.
The fall journal went online early
in January. There is no charge for
the journal.
Becky Ross Michael
is happy to announce that her
rhyming children’s story, Miss
O’Blair Has Lost Her Hair, now
appears online at Storyberries!
Raymond Luczak has
seen a lot of action in the last six
months. Modern History Press
brought out his new book of
fiction, Compassion, Michigan:
The Ironwood Stories, in August
2020; Poetry Center Chapbook
Exchange brought out his
chapbook Bokeh Focus in October
2020; and Gallaudet University
Press will bring out his full-length
poetry collection Once upon a
Twin in February 2021. He has
also scored three Pushcart Prize
nominations and three of his
poems just appeared in the January
2021 issue of Poetry. Trailers for
Compassion, Michigan and Once
upon a Twin can be found on
YouTube (youtube.com/deafwoof).
Carrie Pearson would like
all UPPAA members to know
that the Michigan chapter of
the Society of Children’s Book
Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI)
will host a virtual conference
April 23-25, 2021. Open to all
members and not-yet members

of SCBWI who are interested in
learning about writing, illustrating,
and marketing children’s books.
The theme is “Your Story, Start
to Finish”, and is suitable for
all levels of experience. More
information available here:
michigan.scbwi.org/2020/05/01/
spring-conference-2021
Debbie Frontiera learned
over the holidays that she will be
part of the Crystal Fall’s library
recently received grant. With the
grant, all 5th and 6th graders in the
school system there will receive
a copy of Debbie’s middle grade
historical fiction, Living on Sisu,
and she will be doing an author
visit sometime this spring—virtual
or in person depending on when it
happens and what’s going on with
COVID-19 at that point.
Audrey J. Fick, “A. Jay”
pen name, is happy to share that
she had a new release in May

2020, Marquette Island, View
from the Snows. This was the
third of her trilogy and she has
had good feedback so far, in
(continued)
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MEMBER NEWS continued

MEMBER NEWS
continued
spite of the COVID-19
slowing up printing. She
is currently working on a
book that will be released
toward the end of 2021,
Constipated Elephant, and
is also working on the life
story of John Causley, an
Ojibwa Native American.
Next will be a story about
a young man who is in
the military and his life
while faced with trials
and accomplishments, and
finally, a story between
mother and daughter during
the Second World War.

Two UPPAA members on
Michigan Notable Books List
This is the first year in quite a long time that a U.P. book has won
the 2021 Michigan Notable Books List as awarded by the Library of
Michigan in Lansing.  T. Marie Bertineau’s, The Mason House,
placed on the list and kudos to her for an excellent memoir of growing
up as a Native American in the Copper Country and environs. T. Marie
had this to say: “Chi miigwech for the kind words.
“It has been a most exhilarating day. I am honored that The Mason
House was named in such esteemed company and thrilled that it holds a
place in the heart of Michigan literature.”
Also placed on the list was St. Ignace’s own Karen Dionne for
her book, The Wicked Sister, which is already an international bestseller
since it’s August 18th 2020 release.

3 TIPS FOR A GREAT APPEARANCE
•
•
•
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Attract attention. Bring a colorful mascot for your table, string up helium
balloons, order a custom printed tablecloth, buy goldfish and a bowl for a give
away as you collect emails and contact info from your visitors, dress up as your
favorite character…be creative!
Create a professional booth with expertly designed and printed
posters and signage. Handwritten messages are for science fairs.
Plan a take away for your potential readers. A bookmark with your title,
summary and contact info is perfect to tuck into a purse or pocket.
Take away more marketing ideas from
the experts at Designotype.com/resources

906-482-2424
Calumet, Michigan

www.designotype.com

Marketing and Mailing

Upper Peninsula Publishers
and Authors Association
140 YOUNGS RD
GWINN, MI 49841

www.uppaa.org
The Written Word is a publication of the

Upper Peninsula Publishers and Authors Association
President: Victor Volkman........................ president@uppaa.org
Vice President: Gretchen Preston............ vice.president@uppaa.org
Treasurer: Larry Buege............................ treasurer@uppaa.org
Recording Secretary: Jan Kellis............... secretary@uppaa.org
Membership Chair: Brandy Thomas......... membership@uppaa.org
Publications Chair: Mikel Classen............ publications@uppaa.org
Webmaster: Jenifer Brady........................ webmaster@uppaa.org
Newsletter Editor: Deborah Frontiera....... editor@uppaa.org

Newsletter design and layout by

Calumet, Michigan
www.designotype.com

KEEP YOUR NEWS COMING

Send your newsletter editor, Debbie Frontiera,
your announcements, marketing tips, etc. any
time to her email address: dfrontiera@msn.com
with “UPPAA News” in the subject line.
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